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I^^mTUTORrPE^ODFCREPLYISSETTO EXPIRE ^ MONTIS, FROM THE MA,UNG DATE 

OF THIS COMMUNICATION. _ ^^cnr/«MnM™s 

fn)m the mailing date of thbo^^ 

term arijustmerrt See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
Status 



atus r<7V <L<^ 0^ 

C^^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 

□ This action is RNAL. . 

□ Since this application is in condrtion for ^'ow^ce -cept ^^^^ rgtte., prosecniti^ as to the ments .s Cosed 
accordancJwith the practice under £x parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1, 453 O.G. 213, 



Disposition of Claims 

a^Claim(s) 



Of the above claim(s)- 

□ Ciajm(s) 

Claim(s) — 

□ Claim(s) 

0^Claim(s) 



is/are pending in the application. 
. is/are withdrawn from consideration. 
. is/are allowed. 
. is/are rejected. 



Is/are objected to. 



. are subject to restriction or election 
requirement 



Application Papers 

□ The proposed drawing connection, filed on 



is □ approved □ disapproved. 



□ The drawing(s) filed on 
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□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Pn rity under 35 U.S.C- § 1 19 (aH* 

[/Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (aH<fl- 

[^All □ Some* □ None of the: 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. _ 
I^^Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received 

in this national stage application from the Intemational Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)) 

♦Certified copies not received: : 

Attachment's) 



XL 
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1. Applicants, preliminary An,endmant, filad 27 SepteoO^er 
2000, has been received and made of record. 

2. Applicants, arguments having been carefully considered, 
the restriction requirement imposed in the last Office action is 
nevertheless deemed proper for the reasons set forth therein, and 
is therefore hereby reiterated and made FINAL- 

Claims 41-44 stand (and remain) withdrawn from further 
consideration by the Examiner as being directed to a non-elected 

invention, 37 CFR 1.142(b). 

Election is made HUH traverse In Paper No. 9. 
3 The disclosure is objected to because of the following 
informalities: Page S line 1 - change "Claims, to .'We claim" or 
equivalent, as per MPEP S 601. 01 (m). 

Appropriate correction is required. 
4. Claims 23-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point 
out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicants 
regard as the invention. Specifically, in claim 23 (a) the term 
■having depressions but otherwise being smooth" in lines 6-7 is 
in large part redundant and repetitive in view of the term 

■substrate which has depressions" (already) in line 3; 

and (b) the term -A surface" in line 6 fails to recite JUST «HICH 
surface is (intended to be) covered i.e. for the instance wherein 
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f.ce has depressions therein, it is apparently this 
ONLY ONE surface has aepieo 

depressed surface which is (to be) covered. 

, The (oUowing is a .potation of the appropriate 

.ejections under this section ™ade in this Office act.on: 
person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
,e, -^invention was aescrlbe. in a patent ^granted on 

^IdltillliTdfX in^e'rSfioLr 
-iafioX^S-h4r°wrh fulfiUea the 
i^irSr^hif t??S^berore'iLe l^Untion thereof by 
the applicant for patent. 
, Claims 23-40 are further rejected under 35 U.S.C. S 
.„.,e,'as hem, .clearly, anticipated by Soane et al . .effective 

date AT LEAST 6-1997) . 

soane at al. disclose an ADHESIVELESS process for 
producing bonded composite polymeric components ,vi.. in the for. 

microchanneled structures) wherein two — C .e... P*^, 
„yu. etc.) substrates .at least one of which has microchannels 
forced therein) are contacted and THEHKA... BOHDED together a a 

v»d orocess (i.e. lamination) temperature whose 
progressively applied process li. 

^,nal value is slightly in excess of (i.e. .-S'C above) the glass 
transition temperature of the substrate polymer, after which the 

fFia 5, Abstract, column 1 
bonded laminate so formed xs cooled. (Fxg. 

1 n,r, ■? lines 39-67, column 3 lines 1-9 
lines 26-27 and 51-53, column 2 lines 
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and 66-67, column 4 lines 1-2, 26-42 and 59-67, column 5 lines 
1-23, Examples 1-2) . All of the essential limitations of these 
claims are seen to be fairly satisfied by this reference. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to J. J. 
Gallagher whose telephone number is (703) 3 08-1971. The examiner 
can normally be reached on M-F from approximately 8:30 A.M. to 5 
P.M. The examiner can also be reached on alternate N/A. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Michael Ball, can be 
reached on (703) 308-2058. The fax phone number for this Group 
is (703) TOD 3500. - 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the 
status of this application or proceeding should be directed to 
the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 
308-0661/0662. 



JJGallagher : cdc 
June 19, 2002 
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